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The General Assembly atmosphere
· Progressive, pro homo-sex Moderator elected as clear choice
· Rainbow scarves ubiquitous; San Francisco lifestyle evident
· Approximately a 60:40 split on progressive vs. conservative issues
Berkley top-ten issues from the Pre-Assembly Meeting
1. New Form of Government  (Committee 06)
· Issue: Would replace the current FOG with a troublesome new one.
· Desired result: Defeat it or delay it for major reworking.
· Actual result: Being reworked by revised committee for 2010.
· To do now: Follow the work; critique it; defeat the revision unless it is vastly improved.
2. Ordination issues: remove G-6.0106b or rescind PUP (Comm. 05) 
· Issue: Assault on ordination standards from every angle.
· Desired result: Retain G-6.0106b (fidelity and chastity) and 1978 Authoritative interpretation; maintain ordination standards.
· Actual result: 1978 AI removed; deficient amended wording for G-6.0106b sent to presbyteries for votes.
· To do now: Overtures to reinstate the 1978 AI; decisively defeat “Amendment B” on G-6.0106b in presbytery votes.
3. Election of a new Stated Clerk (plenary)
· Issue: Kirkpatrick’s retiring necessitated electing a new Stated Clerk.
· Desired result: Elect a Clerk who defends the Constitution. 
· Actual result: Gradye Parsons was elected over evangelicals.
· To do now: Monitor Parsons’s work; applaud the good changes; seek redress if Parsons misuses the office.
4. Palestine/Israel resolutions  (Comm. 11) 
· Issue: History of imbalance and anti-Israel propaganda. 
· Desired result: Restore/maintain fairness in Middle East advocacy.
· Actual result: Muddled. Conflicting, logically inconsistent resolutions.
· To do now: Press for fairness and moderation in PCUSA advocacy. 
5. Election of the Moderator  (plenary)
· Issue: The moderator ought to represent well PCUSA beliefs and policy.
· Desired result: Elect an evangelical moderator for a change.
· Actual result: Bruce Reyes-Chow—young, funky, progressive.
· To do now: Give feedback on his blog; bring out his fairness. 
6. Gay marriage  (Comm. 04)
· Issue: Pressure to approve homosexual behavior and same-sex marriage.
· Desired result: Maintain biblical moral standards; defeat revisionist efforts.
· Actual result: Gay marriage was not approved (the only such “win”).
· To do now: Provide caring theological reasons to maintain our standards.
7. Open meetings (Comm. 03)
· Issue: A good Open Meetings Policy has been circumvented; needs support.
· Desired result: Maintain current policy; make it clearer and more iron-clad.
· Actual result: Policy maintained; mostly good amendments approved.
· To do now: Insist on openness whenever the policy is skirted or defied.
8. Ecumenical funding/per capita  (Comm. 03)
· Issue: Per capita assessments fund controversial ecumenical activities.
· Desired result: Remove ecumenical funding from the per capita budget.
· Actual result: Good efforts failed; per capita yet funds ecumenical work.
· To do now: Publicize the sometimes-scandalous use of per capita funds; pass overtures to address the same problem in 2010.
9. Elections to key responsibilities (plenary)
· Issue: Most GA-level entities lack evangelical representation; GAPJC and Advisory Committee on the Constitution may be abandoning impartiality.
· Desired result: Elect floor nominees for to replace worrisome candidates.
· Actual result: No floor nominees were elected.
· To do now: Get good names to GA Nominating Committee; be proactive.
10. Social Creed/Iraq/Environment/Rights  (Comm. 09)
· Issue: A proliferation of politically/theologically liberal resolutions flood GA.
· Desired result: Shorten, strengthen, or defeat radical resolutions.
· Actual result: With occasional minor improvements, everything passed.
· To do now: Overtures needed to rein in ACSWP; speak out with wisdom.

Overall Assessment of the 218th General Assembly
· Hugely disappointing: Tossed off biblical ties to conform PCUSA to culture.
· Largely unrepresentative: Not at all reflecting convictions of the people.
· Overwhelmed with business; diverted from priorities; lacking in facts.
· Experiments with consensus were weak; it needs to be opposed vigorously.
· Evangelical commissioners were superbly capable and committed; this assembly beat up on them and sent them home vastly discouraged.
· This is only one assembly; tomorrow comes and demands our courage and efforts; all that was negative can and should be reversed.
James D. Berkley, Bellevue, WA, jimberkley@msn.com, (425) 688-0815
